Long before the discovery of the tubercle bacillus by Robert Koch in 1882, the infective nature of consumption was known and voluntary sporadic measures were adopted in different places in order to prevent the spread of infection.
Early developments Thus in Italy, as early as 1621, the sanitary authorities at Padua forbade Jews from buying and selling without licence the blankets, beds, and other articles that had belonged to patients who had died of pulmonary tuberculosis, and early in the eighteenth century, the republic of Lucca gave orders that the houses and belongings of persons who had died of consumption should be disinfected.
The earliest institutions for the care of the tuberculous in Italy were isolation sheds attached to monasteries where patients were left to die in peace.
In 1782, two wards in the hospital for incurables at Naples were set apart fo"r consumptives.
In the same year, the earliest known antituberculosis fund in Italy, namely, 100,000 ' ducati', was raised in Siracusa for helping poor consumptives.
In .1853, a number of institutions for scrofulous children were 
